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"Who will be your guests to-morrow?" Uncle Wu said.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing told him that Vice-President An had
invited the Imperial Tutor's ninth son.
"I am glad his Excellency will be taking wine here," Uncle
Wu said.
"Why?"
"Because of that old business of the granary," Wu said,
"My work is controlled by his Excellency's department, I'
should be glad if you would ask him to look indulgently on
me, and tell him that I hope he will speak well of my work
when the inspection is over. I shall be very much obliged to
you."
"Let me have your record of service/' Hsi-m6n Ch'ing
Said. "I will speak to him for you."
Uncle Wu rose and bowed to Hsi-men.
"You ought to be satisfied," Po-chueh said to him. "His
Lordship wouldn't do it for anybody but you. But, after all,
if he doesn't look after your interests, whom will he bother
about? A little effort on his part and, I'm sure, everything will
turn out well."
They went on drinking until the second night-watch. When
Li Ming was about to go away, Hsi-m6n told him to come
the following day. Li Ming went out. The boys cleared every-
thing away. When the ladies in the Moon Lady's room heard
that the guests in the outer court had gone, they went to their
own apartments.
Golden Lotus expected Hsi-m&n Ch'ing to go to her room
and hurried there but, as she reached the second door, she
saw Hsi-mSn Ch'ing going towards the Moon Lady's room.
She hid herself behind the shadow wall and watched him pass.
Then she went quietly after him. Flute of Jade was standing
at the door.
"Why haven't you gone to your room, Fifth Mother?" she
said. "Where is Grandmother?"
"Oh, that old thing has a pain," Golden Lotus said, "she
has gone to bed."
She heard the Moon Lady say: "What made you send for
those two new boys? They are no use at all. They sing the
same ©Id tune over and over again."
"When you told them to sing The Lotus Pool', they were

